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number, if available, in case the bu-
reau, or the Department needs to com-
municate with you about your request. 
This information is very important. 

(3) A list of all the bureau FOIA Con-
tacts to which you are sending your re-
quest. For the quickest possible han-
dling, you should address a separate 
copy of your request to each bureau 
FOIA Contact where you believe the 
records are maintained. 

(4) When making a request for per-
sonal records about another individual, 
a written authorization from that indi-
vidual and any other information re-
quired by the Privacy Act system of 
records notice; or proof that the indi-
vidual is deceased (for example, a copy 
of a death certificate or an obituary) as 
the Privacy Act does not apply to a de-
ceased individual. (NOTE: Information 
about a deceased individual may be 
subject to protection under exemption 
(6) of the FOIA if the release of the in-
formation could result in an invasion 
of the privacy of a living individual.)

§ 2.9 May I specify the form or format 
of disclosure? 

Generally, you may choose the form 
or format of disclosure for records that 
you request under the FOIA (5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(3)(B)). Bureaus must provide the 
record in the requested form/format if 
the office responding to the request can 
readily reproduce the record in that 
form/format with reasonable efforts. 
However, if the process of providing the 
information in the requested format 
would damage or destroy an original 
document, it may not be possible to 
honor your format request. Bureaus 
must make reasonable efforts to main-
tain their records in forms or formats 
that are reproducible. You may be 
charged the direct costs involved in 
converting information to the re-
quested format if the bureau normally 
does not maintain the information in 
that format.

§ 2.10 Where do I send my request? 

(a) DOI does not have a central loca-
tion where you may submit your FOIA 
request nor does it maintain a central 
index or database of documents in its 
possession. DOI’s files are decentralized 

and are maintained by various bureau 
offices throughout the country. 

(b) Submit your request in writing to 
the FOIA Contact at the bureau office 
where you believe the records are 
maintained. If it is unclear where to 
send your request, seek assistance from 
the FOIA Contact of the bureau that 
manages the programs whose records 
you are requesting or the Depart-
mental FOIA Officer. You may have to 
do a little research to find the proper 
office to handle your inquiry, but you 
will save time in the long run if you 
send your request directly to the FOIA 
Contact at the appropriate bureau of-
fice. The bureau will process your re-
quest as follows: 

(1) A request to a bureau head-
quarters office may be presumed to 
seek only records from the head-
quarters office, unless the request 
specifies otherwise. 

(2) A request to a regional/field office 
of a bureau may be presumed to seek 
only records at that office, unless the 
request specifies otherwise. 

(3) If a request to a bureau states 
that it seeks records located at another 
specific office of the same bureau, the 
appropriate FOIA Contact will refer 
the request to the other office. If the 
request states that it seeks records 
from other unspecified offices within 
the same bureau, the FOIA Contact 
will send the request to the Bureau 
FOIA Officer who will refer it to those 
offices that, to the best of his/her 
knowledge, have or are likely to have 
responsive records. 

(4) If a request to a bureau states 
that it seeks records of another speci-
fied bureau, the bureau will refer the 
request to the appropriate bureau for 
response. If the request states that it 
seeks records from other unspecified 
bureaus, the FOIA Contact will send 
the request to the Bureau FOIA Officer 
who will ensure that the request is re-
ferred to those bureaus which, to the 
best of his/her knowledge, have or are 
likely to have responsive records. In ei-
ther case, the Bureau FOIA Officer will 
notify you of the referral in writing 
and provide the name of a contact in 
the other bureau(s) to which the refer-
ral was made.
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